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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/17/2008 has been entered. 

2. Claims 35-36 are newly added. Claims 18-19, 21-30 and 32-36 remain pending 
in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 for being directed to a non-statutory 
subject matter because the claimed subject matter failed the machine-or-transformation 
test. Based on Supreme Court precedent (Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); 
Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 
(1972); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876)) and recent Federal Circuit 
decisions, 101 process must (1) be tied to another statutory class (such as a particular 
apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as article or materials) to a 
different state or thing (Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972)). 
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5. With respect to Claim 29, the claim language does not include the required tie in 
the body of the claim or transformation that would provide the application of the test to 
the claim to reach the conclusion of nonstatutory subject matter. Claims 29 does not 
recite a particular apparatus in the body of the claim, therefore is rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 101, for reciting a non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 18-19, 21-30 and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Hendrickson et al. (hereinafter Hendrickson) (U.S. Patent No. 
5,740,800). 

A. Claim 29 recites a method of managing various works which are performed 
by using a plurality of medical equipments and that relate to at least one patient 
or at least one medical examination, the method comprising: 

i. generating a stream list which includes a plurality of stream 
information, the stream information being a flow of work processes 
performed in one work (Hendrickson; col. 2, lines 1 1-26, col. 4, lines 26- 
54); 
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ii. selecting a displayed work process (Hendrickson; col. 2, lines 11- 
26, col. 3, lines 9-19, col. 4, lines 26-54); 

iii. updating the stream list on the basis of a progress situation of 
works selected by a select unit and performed in at least one of the 
plurality of medical equipments (Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 8-38); and 

iv. displaying the updated stream list so as to share information of the 
medical examination and execute a centralized progress management of 
the work processes (Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 10-37, lines 56-67, figures 
1 and 2). 

B. Claim 30 recites the method according to claim 29, further comprising: 
controlling the at least one of the plurality of medical equipments to execute the 
selected work process (Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 8-37). 

C. Claim 32 recites the method according to claim 29, further comprising 
transmitting the updated stream list to the plurality of medical equipments 
(Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 10-37, col. 6, lines 48-61). 

D. Claim 33 recites the method according to claim 29, further comprising 
modifying the stream list on the basis of an input instruction (Hendrickson; col. 6, 
lines 48-61). 

E. Claim 34 recites the method according to claim 29, wherein in displaying 
the stream list, the stream list is displayed in such a manner so as to blind 
predetermined contents included in the stream list on the basis of a 
predetermined condition (Hendrickson; col. 5, lines 33-45). 
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F. Newly added Claim 35 recites the system according to claim 18, wherein 
the update unit is configured to update the stream list on the basis of a progress 
situation of the works received from the at least one of the plurality of medical 
equipments, that execute the selected works, over a network (Hendrickson; col. 
3, lines 20-35, lines 49-55). 

G. Newly added Claim 36 recites the system according to claim 1 8, further 
comprising: a control unit configured to automatically execute the selected work 
process in a respective one of the plurality of medical equipments, the control 
unit being connected to the at least one of the plurality of medical equipments 
over a network (Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 8-37, col. 5, lines 20-31). 

H. Claim 24 recites a system comprising a host computer and a plurality of 
medical equipments and configured to manage various works which are 
performed by using at least one of the plurality of medical equipments and that 
relate to at least one patient or at least one medical examination, the host 
computer comprising: 

i. generate unit configured to generate a stream list which includes a 
plurality of stream information, the stream information being a flow of work 
processes performed in one work (Hendrickson; col. 2, lines 11-26, col. 4, 
lines 26-54); 

ii. a select unit configured to select a displayed work process 
(Hendrickson; col. 5, lines 32-65, col. 6, lines 20-24); 
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iii. an update unit configured to update the stream list on the basis of a 
progress situation of works selected by the select unit and performed in 
the at least one of the plurality of medical equipments (Hendrickson; col. 
3, lines 8-37, col. 6, lines 31-36, figures 1-2); and 

iv. a first transmit unit which transmits the updated stream list to the at 
least one of the plurality of medical equipments via a network 
(Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 10-37, col. 6, lines 48-61); and 

v. the plurality of medical equipments comprising: a receive unit 
configured to receive the updated stream list from the host computer; and 
a display unit which displays the updated stream list so as to share 
information of the medical examination and execute a centralized progress 
management of the work processes (Hendrickson; col. 3, lines 8-37, col. 
5, line 66 to col. 6, line 14). 

I. As per claims 18-19, 21-23 and 25-28, they are system claims, which 
repeat the same limitations of claims 29-30, 32-34, the corresponding method 
claims, as a collection of elements as opposed to a series of process steps. 
Since the teachings of Hendrickson disclose the underlying process steps that 
constitute the methods of claims 29-30, 32-34, it is respectfully submitted that 
they provide the underlying structural elements that perform the steps as well. 
As such, the limitations of claims 18-19, 21-23 and 25-28 are rejected for the 
same reasons given above for claims 29-30, 32-34. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 3/24/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments will be addressed below in the order in which 
they appear. 

A. In response to Applicant's argument about Hendrickson does not teach "an 
update unit configured to update the stream list on the basis of a progress 
situation of works selected by the select unit and performed in the at least one of 
the plurality of medical equipments"; Examiner respectfully submits that 
Hendrickson teaches "By way of example, workstations 10 and 12 can be HP 
9000 workstations which operate with a diskless processor and include a high 
resolution graphic display, keyboard and trackball. ... The system also uses the 
X/Windows graphic user interface. The database is comprised of an HP-Allbase 
relational database and an object oriented database shell. The system 
database is shadowed, meaning that it is maintained on both central servers 16 
and 18. Both copies of the database are updated with each transaction. 
Data is initially stored at the workstation and is moved to the server to be stored 
in the medical database" (col. 3, lines 39-55). 

B. In response to Applicant's argument about Hendrickson does not teach "a 
display unit which displays the updated stream list so as to share information of 
the medical examination and execute a centralized progress management of the 
work processes"; Examiner respectfully submits that Hendrickson teaches "A 
medical information system manages clinical pathway order selection. The 
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medical information system includes a medical database and a user terminal 
having a display screen. Clinical pathways are defined in the medical database. 
Each of the clinical pathways is associated with a patient condition and includes 
a sequence of time intervals and a plurality of clinical pathway order sets 
(abstract), "The medical information system is designed to provide patient 
information at the patient's bedside and elsewhere in a hospital. An example of a 
basic medical information system is shown in FIG. 1. The system uses a client- 
server architecture wherein a central server supplies data and controls the flow of 
information to workstations (clients) located at each patient bedside. The client- 
server architecture eliminates the need for database storage at each 
workstation", (col. 3, lines 8-37) "And the physician orders display screen is 
typically accessed from the main menu of the medical information system. The 
system utilizes pull down menus having items which may be selected with a 
pointing device, such as a mouse or trackball, as is conventional in Windows- 
based systems. In a preferred embodiment, the physician orders display screen 
is selected from a sub-menu of the patient chart selection on the main menu", 
(col. 3, lines 56-67). 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DILEK B. COBANOGLU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 



Application/Control Number: 10/040,628 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3626 

1 0. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher L. Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6770. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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